🏫 Resource Base Setting Summary – Autism (ASD Resource Base)
🎯 Primary need supported
Autism spectrum disorder (ASD)
Resource bases for autism provide structured environments, social communication support and sensory regulation strategies. Pupils often demonstrate improved engagement within this provision, however underlying needs remain and should be reflected in outcome scoring based on dependency, frequency of support and ability to generalise skills across contexts.

🔧 Core offer (what the base actually provides)
Specialist teaching + therapeutic model
· Specialist teaching staff with expertise in autism
· Integrated input from: 
· Speech and Language Therapy (communication/social interaction)
· Occupational Therapy (sensory regulation where applicable)
· Delivery of: 
· structured teaching approaches
· social communication programmes
· emotional regulation strategies
👉 Pupils are placed due to:
autism impacting social communication, flexibility, sensory regulation and engagement with learning

Structured and predictable environment
· Highly structured routines and consistent daily organisation
· Visual supports including: 
· timetables
· task breakdowns
· now/next boards
· Reduced language complexity and clear adult modelling
👉 Designed for pupils who:
cannot engage with learning in a typical mainstream classroom without this level of structure and predictability

Social communication and interaction support
· Explicit teaching of: 
· social communication
· turn-taking and interaction
· understanding social cues
· Small group and supported peer work
· Adult facilitation during both: 
· structured learning
· unstructured times (e.g. lunch, transitions)

Sensory regulation and environmental adaptation
· Access to: 
· low-arousal spaces
· sensory tools and strategies
· planned sensory breaks
· Adapted environments to reduce overload: 
· noise
· visual demand
· unpredictability
👉 This is essential for:
maintaining regulation and engagement with learning across the day

Engagement with the mainstream curriculum (supported integration)
· Pupils typically: 
· spend time in both resource base and mainstream classrooms
· engage with learning with adult scaffolding and adaptation
· Focus on: 
· applying skills across contexts
· increasing independence over time
👉 The model is:
inclusion with specialist support layered in, not separation

Inclusion criteria (important for audits)
Pupils:
· have an EHCP
· have autism as the primary presenting need
· present with: 
· social communication differences
· rigidity or difficulty with change
· sensory processing needs
AND are able to:
· engage in structured group learning
· engage with learning in mainstream with support

🧭 Audit implication (this is critical for your training)
This provision typically results in:
✅ Profile characteristics:
· Communication & Interaction → high
(social communication / understanding / flexibility)
· SEMH → moderate–high
(regulation, anxiety, response to change)
· Cognition & Learning → variable
(not always the primary need)
· Sensory / Physical → moderate
(depending on sensory profile)

🎯 Key scoring message
ASC resource bases support across multiple domains, but still show a primary peak in communication and interaction, often with a secondary SEMH impact.

⚠️ Common audit risk (important for your materials)
Avoid:
· ❌ inflating all outcomes to high levels
· ❌ scoring sensory as high without clear evidence
· ❌ confusing regulated presentation with reduced need


