🏫 Inclusion Unit Setting Summary – Speech, Language and Communication Needs (John Ruskin Language Unit)
🎯 Primary need supported
Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN), including:
· Developmental Language Disorder (DLD)
· Severe speech disorder
· Developmental verbal/oral dyspraxia and related speech disorders
· Significant receptive and expressive language difficulties
The unit is a specialist inclusion provision for children with EHCPs whose primary need is speech, language and communication and who require intensive specialist teaching and speech and language therapy in order to access learning and develop communication skills. Children are expected to demonstrate a desire to communicate and be able to access learning without continuous 1:1 support. 
Pupils often make strong progress within the unit because of specialist teaching, language-focused interventions and integrated therapy. Improved communication within the unit should not automatically be interpreted as reduced underlying need. 

🔧 Core Offer (What the Unit Actually Provides)
Specialist teaching and integrated therapy model
· Specialist teachers and learning support assistants
· Integrated Speech and Language Therapy provision
· Joint planning between education staff and therapists
· Individual and small-group speech and language programmes
· Annual formal speech and language assessments
· Access to Educational Psychology input
· Advice from Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy where required citeturn7search5
👉 Pupils are placed due to:
significant speech, language and communication difficulties that require intensive specialist teaching and speech and language intervention beyond what can ordinarily be provided in a mainstream classroom. 

Language-rich and communication-supportive learning environment
· Structured teaching approaches
· Adapted language levels
· Explicit teaching of vocabulary and concepts
· Visual supports
· Repetition and consolidation of learning
· Multisensory teaching approaches
· Individualised speech and language targets embedded throughout the curriculum 
👉 Designed for pupils who:
cannot consistently access age-appropriate learning within a larger mainstream class because of significant difficulties understanding and/or using spoken language. 

Communication development and language intervention
· Intensive receptive and expressive language work
· Support for attention and listening skills
· Development of memory and organisational strategies
· Speech sound and intelligibility programmes
· Makaton where appropriate
· Cued Articulation approaches
· Social communication teaching and supported interaction opportunities 
👉 This is essential for:
developing the communication foundations required for curriculum access, social interaction and increasing independence. 

Supported inclusion and mainstream integration
· Integration is a core aim of the provision
· All pupils access playtimes, lunchtimes and assemblies with mainstream peers
· Lesson integration increases according to individual readiness
· Integration decisions consider: 
· language skills
· comprehension
· attention and listening
· confidence
· ability to generalise learned skills
· Adult support may be provided during integration and is reviewed to maximise independence 
👉 The model is:
specialist language provision with planned and increasing inclusion, rather than full-time separate specialist education. 

✅ Inclusion Criteria (Important for Audits)
Pupils:
· have an EHCP
· have speech, language and communication needs as their primary need
· have evidence of a severe specific speech and/or developmental language disorder
· may present with significant receptive and expressive language difficulties
· may experience associated difficulties with attention, organisation, memory and social interaction arising from their language needs 
AND are generally able to:
· engage in structured group learning
· benefit from intensive speech and language intervention
· participate in mainstream activities with appropriate support
· access the curriculum without continuous 1:1 adult support 

🧭 Audit Implication (Critical for Moderation)
This provision typically results in:
✅ Profile characteristics
· Communication & Interaction → very high (receptive language, expressive language, understanding, communication independence, social communication)
· Cognition & Learning → moderate to high where language difficulties significantly affect curriculum access
· SEMH → variable and usually secondary to communication difficulties rather than the primary area of need
· Physical / Independence & Safety → generally lower, unless there is evidence of additional motor, sensory or independence needs 

🎯 Key Scoring Message
John Ruskin Language Unit primarily supports pupils with severe speech, language and communication needs. Audits will often show the highest scores within Communication & Interaction, with any Cognition & Learning impact considered in the context of language-based barriers to learning. 

⚠️ Common Audit Risks
Avoid:
· ❌ confusing successful communication within the unit with independent communication across mainstream environments
· ❌ assuming that progress in language intervention equates to reduced underlying need
· ❌ inflating Cognition & Learning scores where evidence indicates language disorder rather than cognitive difficulty
· ❌ scoring SEMH needs as primary where emotional or behavioural presentation is chiefly a consequence of communication barriers
· ❌ overlooking the degree of adult scaffolding, specialist teaching and therapy required to maintain current levels of functioning
🎯 Audit Moderation Question
Would the pupil maintain the same level of communication, curriculum access, social interaction and learning independence if the specialist language teaching, adapted communication environment and integrated speech and language therapy were removed?
If not, auditors should consider whether the specialist provision is masking the full extent of the underlying speech, language and communication need.

