🏫 Resource Base Setting Summary – Social Communication Resource Base (Grove Primary)
🎯 Primary Need Supported
Social Communication Needs
The provision supports pupils with significant social communication needs that impact their ability to access learning, participate in mainstream environments and engage successfully with peers and adults. Pupils may have autism, may be awaiting assessment, or may present with similar profiles of need without meeting diagnostic criteria. Placement is based on demonstrated need rather than diagnosis. 
The provision is intended for pupils who require enhanced specialist support to develop communication, interaction, self-regulation, independence and successful engagement within an educational setting. 
Pupils may appear more successful within the ARC because of specialist staffing, environmental adaptations and structured support. Improved presentation within the provision should not automatically be interpreted as reduced need.

🔧 Core Offer (What the Provision Actually Provides)
Specialist teaching and enhanced support model
· Specialist teaching staff with expertise in social communication needs
· Enhanced staffing ratios
· Small-group specialist teaching
· Individualised support programmes
· Close partnership working with relevant professionals
· Structured intervention to develop communication, social understanding and independence 
👉 Pupils are placed due to:
social communication difficulties significantly affecting their ability to access education successfully within a typical mainstream classroom. 

Structured and predictable learning environment
· Consistent routines and expectations
· Low-demand and carefully organised learning spaces
· Explicit teaching of expectations and social understanding
· Visual supports and scaffolding where required
· Adult modelling and guided practice
· Adaptations to support successful curriculum engagement
👉 Designed for pupils who:
require greater structure, predictability and adult support than would ordinarily be available within mainstream provision.

Social communication and interaction support
· Explicit teaching of communication and interaction skills
· Support with understanding social situations and expectations
· Development of peer relationships
· Adult-facilitated interaction opportunities
· Structured opportunities to practise communication across settings
· Programmes designed to increase independence and generalisation of skills
👉 This is essential for:
developing communication, participation and successful engagement across school environments.

Emotional regulation and participation support
· Support for emotional regulation
· Development of self-management strategies
· Structured transitions
· Responsive support during periods of challenge or anxiety
· Environments designed to promote engagement and reduce barriers to participation
👉 Many pupils require:
specialist support to manage demands, maintain engagement and participate successfully throughout the school day.

Inclusion and mainstream access
· Resource Base model embedded within a mainstream school
· Opportunities for integration with mainstream peers
· Inclusion activities and shared school experiences
· Support to apply skills across specialist and mainstream settings
· Focus on increasing participation and independence over time
👉 The model is:
inclusion with enhanced specialist provision, rather than separate specialist education.

✅ Inclusion Criteria (Important for Audits)
Pupils:
· have an EHCP
· have significant social communication needs
· require specialist provision beyond ordinarily available mainstream support
· experience difficulties generalising skills across environments
· require an enhanced level of structure, support and specialist intervention to access education successfully 
Importantly:
· a formal autism diagnosis is not required
· placement decisions are based on functional need and educational impact rather than diagnostic status 

🧭 Audit Implication (Critical for Moderation)
This provision typically results in:
✅ Profile characteristics
· Communication & Interaction → high
· social communication
· interaction skills
· flexibility of thinking
· understanding of language and social expectations
· SEMH → moderate to high
· emotional regulation
· anxiety
· resilience
· response to change
· Cognition & Learning → variable
· difficulties may be secondary to communication barriers rather than underlying cognitive need
· Physical / Independence & Safety → variable
· dependent upon individual profile

🎯 Key Scoring Message
This provision primarily supports pupils with significant social communication needs. Audits will often demonstrate a primary Communication & Interaction profile alongside a secondary SEMH impact. The absence of a formal autism diagnosis should not result in lower scores where evidence demonstrates equivalent levels of need and dependency.

⚠️ Common Audit Risks
Avoid:
· ❌ assuming pupils without an autism diagnosis have lower levels of need
· ❌ confusing successful functioning within the ARC with independent functioning across mainstream settings
· ❌ reducing scores because specialist provision has improved presentation
· ❌ overlooking the extent to which specialist staffing and structured environments may be maintaining current functioning
· ❌ equating participation in mainstream activities with independent access to mainstream learning

🎯 Audit Moderation Question
Would this pupil maintain the same level of communication, engagement, regulation, independence and curriculum access if the specialist teaching, enhanced staffing, structured environment and social communication support provided through the ARC were removed?
If not, auditors should consider whether the specialist provision is masking the full extent of the child's underlying need.
